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ENSURE EQLASLITY

Article 2 - Eliminate Discrimination against Women

* Embody the principle of equality in naetsomal Corsliubors
arwd citbe ||'\'|_u.'\;||:|ti|'|:|

Article 2 - Ensure Women's Human Rights on the

* Endorse legislabon prohibiting all discriminagion Apain=g basis of EquaFity
WEITEWRE

= Fatsblsh effective legal prnl:r.'l:n:t'u.nl".-.'r.-nnn.ag,ui|m.,,||:..-¢|;| of = Ginbes shall take all appropriate measares i the political,
chiscrimninaticn, through prosctive means including the creation sucial, scotimic and culbursl felds, incleding legislation, o
of national tnbunals and cther instational mechanisms ersuare the full development and advancoent af women

= Ensure that  puldic authorities  refram from discriminaling
WO | = Stabe must goaranies the exencise and enfrritent of luman

*  Ernizeine flt i persan: engand zatbon or enterpri pe dissiminate rights and hardamental freedoms of women an the basls of
agalnst womsn equality with min

* Abclish exigting dscrimimatory. lawes, roguladiors, cusoms
and practices

* Hepeal all national penal provisiens which  consigisies " Egotiiby 1= Hre soul of Tiberly; thre 1, (re ot s Iitweedy el thowf &
dizcrimireticn .lla;.iil'nl W Em Franitgs l"!':u:;'ulll,. Qe Brrisr, Fopal R;:.‘;lqwr

“The daaidle for e il sphis of womer & one of frrrr;g- sharpding
dred none of us sumle conm feaance angthing sfich undermtimes it
Eleanar Boesivelt, Gonder Advacate for Ciodl Biplts

“ l. ®




STOP

BTEREOTYFING

Article 5 - Take steps to stop Sterectyping and
Prejudice

Article 4 - Adopt Temporary Special Measures

Sentes shall adopt temporary special measares where needed o :
acvelerabe the prooess of achisving subsliantive equality bebtweem % Defraikly the soclal gmd Tltursd - pathems o """"""J_""":I 3
men and women, Such nctions thal femposrily favoar women e women, with the purpos: of achseving 1l l.'-!uuuunnrm of
VR T, OF pose differemd standards, are nod a fomy ol |1""7|"'|""E"':"1'|'_Il':_l'"f“"!'lr and oiher F'T'.“.I_I'"-E_i""'.h"'.l_-\:"n. based
discrimimetion if implemented as a mears of achieving gendes on the idea of the inferiority or the supericrity of either of the
s afity SRS OF () Sherely s
s *  Ensuze that Bamily educaton inclodes a proper anderstanding
of matermnity ag a secial hacbon and Dhe recagnieion nf the
connEsn responsibility of men and women in upbringing and
fdiore cummiries fris stmifersboon that ceowsen 'S eunlidy 35 a prersguis e development of their chikdren
Sor depelisen)
Eofi Amimam
Sy i :'il"l'.ll'lury{uul'hlll||_I' S Ll SNatioss 7997 - 2k o .
¥ hwony e e 'T rbolish. proiudioe Beronepht Moes, ot Gy cee 50 up
3:||.-'|'|'|;\.'i|||'\_-|_li:|r|:||.r drdioees b lrall-llurﬂ'l".
Hefna Ama Lockzood, Ameriome Atformey amif Poliricion

® | ®



STOP

SEX TRAFFICKING

Article & - Stop Trafficking

lakoe sl ap propriabe s pires, including legislation, o soppress all
fonms of trafficking and escplaigation of wiomen for precebibation

e must umite Violems
form, iy el e
Ty pIieramet

Bt Ki=-Muvon, L[N Seoredrry Genersl

Tgaireal aened panmed be dnderated, e ooy
) cirenrestan e, by ary podl ol Lindér o sy

-
¥

|
"l * 2
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Article 7 - Ensure Women's Political Rights

Siates shall take all necessary steps 1o elimirabte dizcrimination

spairet wormsen o paoliticsl and prinbbic life and ersure the squal

rigEht o

= Vate m all election: and  elewenida amd b be ""."!.'FFII.' far
R L]

" l';rl:q_i]'\-uf_u m  Ehe formulson afd |||'||'\l||'|'|'||'l'||.'|L||'-I'| od
POV e |'l|||||'l.'

= Hald F'Dh'l"l'- office and ke perfonm akl |l|||“\l|i| Tunctiors at all
levnds oo roverrirsni

s Participate  in nmonegovernmental  omganazations  and
ammoriabions

There metvr il b complete sgueity bl ammen Hemrasioes balp (o
miake frms aved elrct Boemmbers .
FBusern B, Arbioanyg, 7980 celivry American Pismer s Right Activist




Article 8 - Ensure Equal Dpportunities to Participate
at International Fora

# FEpsure women the l\.1.|li.:|| apparbanities O pegresent thir
povenmsents at the inhemational level and 1o participate inthe
wark of international organizations

“Gereder |'.TI||I|'i."a..iI||'r||nu:'|,| o oy, posifcan paarfao pehiom, ool ey TE
uid tramspanemcy are ameny e ndisperesste elemenia it are e
ieratiors of devmaoredizadion "

Hecep Tawyip Endogan,

Tierkish Polifioiin

0

RIGHT T
HATIOMALITY

Article 2 - Ensure Right to Nationality and Citizenship

# Skales shall prant women sgqual oghis with men o acgoine,
change or retain thetr natiomality and decide the runkicmnlity of
their children, A womaen's naboenality should not be govermed
by the naticmality of her lnsband

“ASa Rouey | nig e coiniidry, ALE @ iioeesie oy TR 1= fite asfinde
world .

Vergimia Wl

Erghish Author o Pablesher




Article 10 - Ensure Equal Eﬂlll:iﬂﬂl‘liliﬂp[ﬂ?l‘tul‘liﬁ!i & B I

States are required b ediminate dlscrimimation in edueation. Stakes
ql:'n::-l.||d take measures especially in he aness of

i yanias boir it e o ok id el Gl Article 11 - Ensure Equal Rights in Employment
® 'I,-q:la: access bo studies ond 1o earm diploenas at all levels : 4 =i
. Accesstothesamecurricula, axaminations, schools, equd - ":||.;,|;ﬁ.:5||,.;|| eliminate discrimvination in rtnplu]:rr.ml by ensoring
and leaching staff with same =tandards of qualifications tqu'n‘_ht;“": Lnrrr; i
* Elmination of gencler-baped slesectypes at all lavels of e o
‘du;?m ki . e ¥Rt . g:gl:w n e:'n.pli:\-g.mm nnd..s-n'l-rctin:!n. for employmern
= Same opporbarities for schalarships and granks g e : -
* S opporiunitles in access the pragrams af contmxing 3 H"f'h“' 0 |:q.r-:|r!'|-nrJnr|,. h‘.b :'.-I.'EI.II'I.|:":|-'-.:I.'I1|:| iy
educatiom inchading sdult and Rircticmal literacy programs Sl b s ““1?:"_-'5“] !7'""‘""3
» Reduction of female student dropecat  rates  and g [':ff-h"' o """]"'fa'l PrE f"-." h-:'urLuf.t'-qu.al value
arganization af programs for girls and wemen whi have lef) e R e ol R Sore
sefusnl premalurely : b
+ Same oppartunities o participate actvely in sports and | States must take appropriate measures & prevent discamanation
phyeical eclucstion igaine wommen in employment on the basis of marmage and
+ Access to health education, family health and family planning ooy o e fiosaxly:
3 - ¢ Profibit dismissal on Ehe l,_lln:mr:.:‘ls of pregnancy, matermiby
G TR leave or marital =iatus
Educale a rom aad educats am readiidd. Edwonhe & momias sl
et ificnl & o] *Fil:'u g * Enkrocluie mabeensty loave with peay or other sockal banaliis
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* Encourage the provision of suppociing social sefvipps for
warkers with famify responsibalities

#  Profmote éstablihment of child cone Encilities

* Provide special profection for pregnant women in fypet of
work privved 1o be hammiful

“The ‘dent for wheffer or ool o oo fold @ job showld nod he fhe
.1|"|"|.IHH|.1'|'||"|HI'||_|"|.|1|I||' AT

Bella Abzng,

[ameayer and Adtercan LEpg ressnvin

e

e J.—-l.ﬂ | S

f

Article 12 - Ensure Health Rights

Stypes are pequired 1o eliminate discrimination in the feld of

hesalthy care im particalarhy-

= Erpurs equal sccess to bealth care services, mcloding Family
plarming

* Erpgre that women oceive approprisle services relating 1o
maternily, incloding free services where needied, aned sdognass
mustritan

» Cogaranies cqual access to health care services (0 women
incloding family planming, without any discrimination

* Ensare appropriate services for  women in nelation o
pregnancy. confineent s the posi-patal period

# (Grant [nie seryices whene peocssary and odedguate nuitntion for
Iactating mothers

"Inmestiments m reproductioe fealth pey high dioafends amal adnamer
prodiuchivihy, soemomic ghonmth o the pights of omen .
Thoveya Aknred Obaid, INEPA Execulivg Dired for
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Article 13 - Ensure Economic and Social Life

Stafes gre redquinsd f0 ensere the egual nights and alimenate

discrimination in all the areas of ecorewnic ard sccial life in

partivulary

*  Enszure squal rights to famdy benefite: bank loans, martgages
angl ol dorme of ored it ,

=  Ensuse wonsn's |'\.|l|'|J-\.:|:l\.'|I||l|| i tecreation and all .'r!FI:“\'I:'. [t |
vnltoral e

"Women o mo !wl_q.-.'r Hir pvssne mecipdend of |n'|!|':'r\,' eraharacing 'I'T'Inl"
Wit gt tesridsdtngdy s, by dvmar ns o as poee @ sehize apesis
of chemgpe: Hie dyrarnle promasers of sochal Iesnsfirmution Bl o elfer
Wt dipes b b aetenem ol e

Amnertyya Sens, Evonorriat, Sofel Prize Raplend 1908

5

Article 14 - Ensure Rights of Rural Women

Eeabe parties should pay ‘Fll'h'l.\_ll! abemisen o the simateon of reesl
wamen by ersuring equal dghls to:

Particrpate in development planming - and Beneft from rural
development at all kevels

Mooess adequate health  care faclities incloding  family
i.'lllllhl P,

Benefit directly from social seourity programs

{jakn ||'.-\..i|'|||'|g and education including horive] ard indornssl
fumctional |feracy traindng

Cganize salf-help proups ared co-operatives o obtain equal
access {0 econamic apportsnities

Partecipate in all commumity: activities

Access bn agricaliural credits, - [nans, marketing facilities and

tec hedogy




= Access o land and agrarian relormes and land peceplement
srhemes

= Enjay adwquate lving conditlons: such as bousing, saritation,
electmcity, water supply, tramsport and commmunicatiin

"Wl timy, Kay things stand feepening @ wmillion tmes, & beonimes }
& Jeray lHIrrlf I lows doion dhe ﬁluhulllr.'q,.r.' .:.-.' i SErOmE SriHiels Ve
W et particinnting e aldimg s ecomomic bese, i barnmes e ERLITY

i a REFOAE THE LAN
Toursittod Tnr Bedier sockan and \'."j'\w:‘rn.\'_llulh e
Professor Mihammad Y,
o Peace Frese Becyiiem] 200N

Article 15 - Ensure Equality Before the Law

Skates. Al errsare women and men ane trested egonbly bedone Lhe
lawe. In particalarly guoranbee:
- |'_'.L||,.|||| frpkils o e ndi coriracts
* Equal rights 1o manage groperty
I ¢« Eyqual treatmseat i all stapes of procedure in coarts ahel
{ribairals
»  Abalishament of all codracts and all ether private instoment=
o vy i which restrict the begal copacity of wormen
= Eame rights with pegirnd to il law rulating 1o the mavement of
perrgnins and freedoen 1o chopas thedr ressdemee

“Inyriafice .wqpl_l.'rr.{ ks e il Histoe |.'|'I'|-|_.I||.'Il|'ﬂ'l.-r.

& Martin Luther King, [r.




Article 16 - Ensure Equality in Marriage and Family Life

States shall ke slejs ko eliminehe discamination againes somen

in marmiage and family life on a bagie of aguality af men and
WO

= Same right bo enber indo T

*  Freodom by chooss 5 spoise and consent o marriig

= Same mights and responsibiligies during marriage and at s
dizsalution;

*  Same rights and responsibilinhes o pasemnts, imespective of thedr
marilal skatus

= Same right 1o deckde the nimber and spacing af children

* fivess o family  planning mfarmation same rights and
respansibilithes with regard  to guandianship,  wardship,
trasseeshap and adaption of children

*  Bame personad rights os hasband and wife, inchuding the right
bo choase a Familly nama, & professhon and an aooapation

= Came righets 4o ownoand mannge property

# Stnfes shall ensare a wilnimim age for marmage through b
by prohibating child marriages

T wile 13 not dhe husbend’s shroe bt B compamion: mad on egual
parhner ", Makadsn Gl

I i

Brief Explanation

The Crenvention on the Eliminaton of Al Faorms of Dhscrmanation
against Waomen (CEDAWS adegrbed in 1979 by the LN Genieral
Acpemily, s often described as an intermational bill of mighds far
women. Conssting of o preainble and 30 ariches, if defines what
cometiules discrimination agairist waomen and sets ap an agenda
for national sction boend such dsctimination

Al the special ceremony that took plice @l the Copenhagen
Conderence on 17 July 1980, 64 States signed the Comvention
ared bweo States snbmiatted their instruments of refification. Cmn 3
Seprtugnber 1901, H) days aftor the twentioth member State had
ratified if, the Convertion entered into foree - fastor il any
Frl:l.l'hlm Fiarmuan rlll;hh- coavenlim had done - thus ]:lrII'IE,LﬂE
gy a dimax United Mations efforis b codify comprehenssvely
imkernational |'l.':5:1| slnnelards lor women

The Conventiom delines discriminadion agansi women as "
any disdincibon, cvcluston ar restmictvon mode om the badis of sex
which has the effect or purpose of impaitiog or nallifying the
reviEnition, engorymnent of exercise by women, irrespective of fhesr
maritnl statues, ana basss of equality of men apd weemen, of human
righis and furslamendal Frosedoims n the polibcall ecomomic, socad,
culbural, cavil or any other feld ”

By accepiing the Comvention, States cominit themselves b

underiake a series of masues Wooend discmimination against

wosrnen in all formes, inciuding:

= b imcorperate He principhe ol equality of men and women in
thieir legal sysiem, abolish all discrimnatory laws and adops
appropriate anes probibiting descriminatsnn agalnsl women;

# b estatdish tribienalks and other pablic imstifutions bo ensorne
the cifective protection of wormen against discriminatson; and

= tooenmacy elimimabion of all acsts of discrimination against
waomen by persona, organizations or emlerprises




The Conventicn peosides th bazss hor real ﬁqnm}-hw
wihmett amd men tlu-unghmnu-ln;wnnwr‘h::m] acewss o, ail
equal opportanites m, political and gablic life — inecluding the
Higlt o vt st to stand for election = a= wioll as ediscatiog, heslith
and employmwint.  Sabes partics agree to ke all appropeate
misasures, mcluding egislation and Aprcial measunes,
r;:'_lm vooameen Cam ey all their baman rights and fundamental
LN .

Thie Convention is the onty lneman rights geaty whicls aftirms the
repraductive sghits of women and targebs culbure and tradition
s influential forces shaping gender wales s family relations,
It affimmy wiosmner's Hghts b aoquire, changes or telain ihedr
nationalsty ard the naticnality of thelr childen, Stabes parties also

agree W fuke approprinte. measures against all foomes of Faffie in
women and exploitation of women

Countries that have radified or acceded 1o the Convention are
legally boarnd o pat il provisions praciice.  They ame
ilse commiltiod 1o sibinit national teports, ot least every four
yesirs, on measures they have takon o comply with their treaty
nhll;galhm.s

CEDAW Committee

PMelembirs vl the CoorondHes

The United Mations Commitiee on  the Elbwimation  of
Discramination agalvgt Weemen  [CEDAW), an expert’ body
esbablished in 1982, & composed of 15 oxpors on wisnen's g
Fromn areined (e wiorkd

The Compmittes’s mariiale is very spechc it waiches sver the
progress for women made i ihose countries that are the Stotes
parties 4o e 1909 Corventtion on the Blimination of Al Fosme of
Diiscrimimation against Waomen, & coundry becomes a Stase parly

by rabifying oracoeding to the Conenticn and Hreneliy socepting a

legal obsgation s ceunteract discrimination against women. The
mmmemnEMmmm
Fulfil this ahligation

Ab'mach of its sessicans, the Cammibiee reviess national reports
sobamiited by the Stales parties within one year of ratification or
aecession, and theealber every frar years, These repocts, which
cover natkinal sclon taken to mprose the sitnation al weomen,
are presenbed to (e Commities by Gevernment represenntives
I discusshares with these officials, the CEDAW experks moniment
om the meport ang obtain additional mformation. Thes proed ure
of achual dialogue, developed by the Commithee, has proven
valuabie becans=e it allows for &n exchings of views and a clesrer
amalysis of andi-fiserimination policies in e various counkries

The Commiltes also mokes recommendatiors on any BB
affecting wamen o which it belioves the Bates parties should
deyobe more athendban, For example, ad the 19689 session, the
Committes discussed the high inddenceaf vialence agains bwiomen,
requesibing mformation on this problem from all countries. In
19902, ikt Committes adophed general recommerdation 19, which
requires national mépaorts o Ghe Commities bo inchade statistical
datia o0 the incldence of violence agaimss wiosmen; irdurratinn
on the provison of secvioes for victims, and legishiive and
vhher Heasures faken 10 profect women agamsat violenos in their
everpday lives, such as harassmend ot (he workplace, abise in the
fammily aned sexual violence. As of the end of 2007, the Comimitbes
his isswed 25 general recommenslations

CEDAW Membership

The 23 members of CEDAW, acknowledged as cuperts “of high
miral slanding and competence o the feld covensd by il
Conventian”, are elected by fheSlates parties. These elections have
o et Hhe Conaention’s demands for equitsble geographacal
distribution in membership and the mguinemend that CEDAW

b = I




Past and pt'euitnimmhz_uqf the Committes
Aol theemd of 207, o detal of 110 esperts have servied a5 members
of thee Clommitber since 15962

FPast and present members of the Commithes

Clhabrpremons of the Comumiiies

The pfficers of the Commditee conststof & Chairperson, throe Wiee-
Chabrpersons and 0 Bapporteor. While the longth of the terms of
affice i ladd down in the Concenticn, the rubes of proceduise add
that the atficers shall be eligible for re-clection " prosvided that the

principle of rodation |5 apheld”,

The nules of procedure identify the general powers of the
Chairpersom. Under the rules, the Chairperson guides e
procesdings of the Comimittes, inchiding the disichon of the
discussion. and  decsion-making - process,  Procedarally, the
Chairperson works closely with the UN Secretatiat in the
preparation: of the sesgion, In-ensuring the tmely conduct af
baisiress, inchsding the preparation of docoments, the preence
of States parties far the comsideration of reports, and the general
prrostisiien of backup fo the Commiibes,

The Chairperson has been mereasingly calléd upon b reprosent the
Committen ab varion s inderrational activities and events, inclding
imlermational conferences and cther Intergovermmental meetings
af the Uindted Mations, The Chairperson participades o6 bebulf of
the Committee in the armual mweting of the persans chairing UN
humian sl reaty bodies, whach makes recommendations s thy
General Assembly.

L

As of the thirty wwmmmam
af iﬁm

Soorce
e P inorg womstisatch f daw eedaw eid o hitm




Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women

The States Parties to the present Cinventinn,
Muoding that the Charber af the Unibed Mutions reaffirme faih n

fursdamental bman rights, in the dignity and worth of tho haman
prrsan and in the equal fights of men and weomen,

Moting  that the Universal Declarabion of Human  Righis
affirmns the principe of the insdmBedbiiity of discrimination
and proclaims that all uman beings are bom free and sqeal in
digndiy ol ehghis and thai evervors ks entitled to all the righis
and freedoms set forth therein, withoot distinction. of any kind.
ivclualimgs disiingtion based on pes,

Muoting that the Stabes Farties to the Inlermaliosal Covenanbs on
Heimmarn Rllz;hl.i have the obligabion io ensure the equal rlﬁhls al

meen and women ke enjoy all eoonomis, social, colbural, ool ond

I.'l|.'||l.1||.'.l| ll;il"di.-

{;nrhuhiprll'ug the Iimturmational comeentiens  corcluded  uriber
the suspeces of the Unsled Nations arul the specialhized agercies
proenoding squakiiy al 'rlghl:f. of mem and wamen,

Mating akse the mesolubions, declarations ard soommerdations
adapted by the United RNations and the specialized ogencies
promoting eguality of rights ol men and wamen,

Concermed, hiwever, that despete these wariong instrimets
enlarsivi discriminaion agains! women continges to exist,

Recalling  thal  discrimination aganst swemen  vialakes  the
principles of equality of rights and respect for human dignity, is
ant abstacks i dhe particpation of women, on egieal eoms with
ey in the political, social, econpmic and coftural e of thetr
counibries, hanpers the growth of the prospesily of sodety and

e

the family and makes more difficult the full devdoprment of te
pobentialifies of wimen in the servioe of their countries and. of
PrEmamity,

Concernied that in situattans of poverty woamen hawe the beast
access Hi foonds health, edhacation, Iradning and opportunifies for
empln}'rm:ri and other needs,

Cowvinced  that the establishment of the new intercagional
ecanomic order basd on equity and |ustice will comtribote
significanily towards the promotion of equality betweesn men ol
WD)

Emgphasizing that the eradication of apartheid, all fopms of racizm,
racial discrimination, codomialism, neo-colonialism, aggresson,
foredgn cocopation and  dommimation amd interference in the
irternal @lfairs of Sates (s essential 1o the full enjoyrment of the
|IE;J1I'.;|:-I mien and womee,

Affirming that the strengthenmy of international peace and
security, the nedaadion of Elernagionad iensicn, muhial oo
operation among all Seates iorespective of their social and economic
sysberns; general ared complebe disarreansnt, in parti cular noclear
disarmament onder strict and effective imlernational contoal,
the affirmetson af fhe grinciples of pstice, squality and mufesl
bersdit in relations among countries and the readization of the
right of peoples unider alien and colonial dosination and foregn
eedupadion e self-dotermination and independence, as well &
respect for national sovershenty and berrorial frbegdn, will
proccde social progress and development and as a corsequence
will conitribase to the attairment of full egualify between men and
WAHTH,

Comvinoed that the full s coniples development of a coumtry,
the weliare of the world and the cawse of peace neguine the
maximam participation of women on equal terms with men in
afl fiedds,




Srm——

Besring in minid the preat commbution of women b th welfane
n[ﬂtlmﬂt}'mdlpﬂuniﬂuhpmnmﬂmmﬁuhrmmﬂy
recopnized, the socal sipnificance of maternity and the role of
boith parents in the family and in the wphringing of childres, and
aware theat the role of weoamen in procreation shauld rol be 3 basis
far discrimnbnation bog that the dpbeinging of children requines a
sharing of resporsibility between men and women and sociey
as A whaln,

doware that a change In the traditional rede of men ae well as the
rode of women in socety and in the family Is peeded 1ocackiose
full equality between men and women,

Distermaned boimplernent the principlessetforihin the Declasation
on the Eiminaton of Dhscriminatson agairsl Wommeen anad, for it

prurpose, b adopd the measumes equired for the elimination of
sach discremmination e all lks feeens and manifestations,

Hawvi agroed an the ollewing

FPART 1
Artile

For the purposes of the present Convention,  the e
“dhiscriminaticn agoinst women” shall mean any  dishnction,
exclusion or restriction made an the basis of sex which has the
effect ar puirpose of bmpairing or nallifying the recognition,
enjoyment or exerciee by womse, irrespective of  thedr mnarital
status, on g basis of equality of men and women, of human rights
and fundamental feedoms 6 the polidichl, ecencms, socal,
culfural, cvil or any other Geld:

Articie 2

Statis Parthes condesnn discrinnimation against women ool ik
forms, agrec to purswes by all appropriabe mesns and without
defay & policy of eliminatieg discrimditadion agrins women and,
1o thie end, nnderiake:

-

ey = w emmual NI U O

fal Tﬁﬂnﬁqﬂrﬂupﬂi‘ip&dﬁ!ujmﬂty of men and woemin
i their national comstitetiong e alher approprale leglslation
1 misd vl Imn'rpu'ml.ed therein ard lo ensure, through las
and other approprinke s, He practcal fealization af this
principle;

{h} Teadoptappropriste legislative aned ather miessuros, inchadis
ranciions whens appropriate. prohdbiting all disommanation
against women;

i T eebaltieh Ichﬁ:! protecticn af the rights of wommen o an
equal bass with men and o ensune fhroagh competent
naticnal trbunals and other public institutions the effective
protection of women agamst any act of discrmination

() Torelrain [Formengagiog in any act or pracsce of discrimirastion
agains women and to ereure thae public methorities and
i Htutions abaldl act in condoenyiiy with this obligationg

{ed To fake all approprinbe messures (o eliminade discrminsbon
apainst wornen by ary pereon, organization ar entenprise;

[fy To take all appropriste messures, induding bepslaben, o
madidy ar alaodigh exising laws, mgalations, customs and
practices which constitute discrimination against wamen;

(7} To repeal all naticeal penal provisons which constitute
discrinudrnation against women.

,.!n-ﬁ':'f.: 3

States Parties shall take noall fGelds, in particular in ghe poditical,
seial, veonomic and culiural felds, all appropriate measures,
induding legislation, to en wire the full developmend and
advancemment of women |, for the pa of guaranbesing them
the exercise arel enjoyment of human rights and fancamental
freedoms on o basis of equality with men

Article d

1 Adnpu-u Stabes Farties of
nE:ﬂr:ﬁﬁng de facto equality

1Eﬂ1pm'mjrbem.! AR

men and




“weomman ahall not be considvrnd.
m%mmmﬂhqumhﬂ';
ihe maintmano: of unequal or separise utmdh-h; theas:
mwasures shall be discontinued when the cbjectives of equlity
af oppirinily and freabment have been achbeved.

L Adeption by Staks Partles of special measures, induding
those measures contamed im the present Convention, aimed af
pratecting isernity shall ol b consbdered dlacriindnasony

Article 5
Stares Parties shall take all appropriate measures:
{0} T moddify the secinl sod coliural paiterna of comduc) of

men and women, with a view o schieving the clindnation
of prejudices and customary and all obher practices whicls
are based on the idea of the infersarity or e supesiority
o either of fhe sexes or on sbereoty ped rofes for men amd
TANIETHET,

(6} To ensure that family educstion chades a proper
vnsderatanding of materndty as a soclal functlon and the
recogniticn of the comman responsibality of men and
waomen i dhe up’l:nin.glnﬁ and dn'-ulnpmnnl of thale
children, it being umderstood that the mterestof the children
i thir primicedial consideration inall cases,

Articie &
Stades Partes shall eake all approprzie measures, mcluding

legslation, to suppress all formd of ralfic B women and
enpdnitation of prostitution of women

PARTIL
Article 7
Stages Parises shall fahe all ap measures 1o eliminabe
discrimination against women in the political and public life of
hmruﬁ.hmm shall envere 1o women, on equal

"berms with men, the right-

il To vode iy all elections and pablic referenda and 1o be
eligible for election foall p1.I:IH].- elected bodkien;

il ﬂapmll:jpﬂahlhﬁ:ﬁumlﬂmnfmmpﬂh:fmd
the implementalion thersof and o hold public office and
preefori all public functians at all Rvels of government;

icl To participate i non-govermmental  organizagions and
mssacinlEns concerned with the public and palitical Tife of
thie conenkry.

Asticle 8 -
Stakiss Parties shall take all appropriate measures ‘o ersure o
wiodmen, an egual lerms with men and withoot any discriminagion,
the opporhinity b seprsent thedr Covernmsents  at  the
imernaiional kel ard bo participate i the work af siernagicaial
orpaniaticons,

Aticle @

1 Skaies Partles shall grant women equal mghis with men to
accuire, change or netain their aetiomdity. They shall ensure
im p;rHu;:uhf that neither marriage toan alien noc change of
natinality by the busband during marringe shall asiomatically
change gl mHmu]Il_g,l of the weife, render her stateless or foree
upon her the nationality of the huskand,

Saaten Parties shall grant wamen equal rights with men with
respect to the natonality of their chikdnen

IlJ

FART 111
Article 10

States Parties shall take all appropriate messures fo eliminate
discrimiration agadiat woamn in abder o ersane bo them equal
rights with men in the field of education and in particular o
ersure, an a basi of equalify of men and women:




{n} The sxme comdikionz for career and vocaliaral
far access to sludies ared for the achigvement of dipfomas
in ducational esizblishments of all categunes In rral &=
wied] g L0 irhan ancas; dhis equalily sl B ersured m pre
school, peneral, technical, professianal and highes seclmical
education, & well az inall s of vocatiohal teaiming:

{bj Access o the same cumcula, the same examinationg,
beaching skalfl with qualificaions of the sxme standard and
schoal premises and equipment of the sxme quializy;

o) The elimination of any stecestyped corcept of the Toles of
men and women at all levels and moall formes of edocation
by eveomiragiog coeducation ol otber types of edocation
which will help o schiewe this aim and, in pﬁnh:nhf, h:,-
the: revisgann of bextbosks and scheol programmes and the
adaptation ﬂf1|.'m'h|:1f|; mathads;

{idy The same opportanities 1o benefil from scholarships and
other study franks;

(e} The same opportunities for access. o programmes of
comiiring educalion, I|\:I|||:||r|g| wdult and  functional
literacy programmes, particulary thoss aimed at reducing,
al the enrliest possibde e, iy gap in educsiion ecisting
bebwesn mien and wormern;

() The reduction of female student drop-oal rates and the
organization of programmes for - girle and swomen who

hawe beft £cloool prematuney;
(g} The same Opporfunities (o partscipate actively In sporis
amel physical education;

(hi| Aooess tos ic educabiomal mEormation hia-ipmws-ur'e
1w besalth e well-being of families, incheding information
and advice o family ]:hnn,lng.

Articie 1
1, States Parties shall take all appropriabe meeasures b eliminabe

discriminabion againsd women in the field of employment in

ardier o ensane, on a basss of equality of men and women, the

sarmee rights, in particular

ia} The right b work as an inabenable right of adl aian
beings;

ik} The right to the same emplovonent opporbamities, mcleding
the applicatsam of il saeme erideria (e selection n mathers
af empdafinent,

fcl The right fo free choide af profession amnd emplovment,
thi right to promeation, job secarity and all berefils aml
comelitions af service and e mphi o mosye yocational
Iraining © and  Tetrsindng,  incloding . apprenticeships,
advanced vocatiomal {raining and recarsend raining.

i

—

The rgh i -n:|uA| remumeration, meheding benefits, and to
equal trestment in respect of work of equal valos, ag wall
i m;y.mli.-l}' off Mreativwnt in this evaluation of the guality of
woark:

[#) The righl b socfal securily, pasticularly in cases of
retiremint, unemployment, sickness, imvalidity and okd ape
arufd other incapacity 4o work, a5 well = the rght 1o paid
leave

() The right bo probection of bealth and o safedy n working
conditions, mcloding the safepuarding of the function of
reproducton

. b ooeder i prevent discrimination against women on the

graunds of marriage or maternity and b ensaire their elfective
H-ghrl b weork, States Parties shall take appropriate measures:

(2] To prohibit, subject to the position of eanctons, ezl
iy e prourds of pregnancy o of maternity leave and
discrimination in dismissnls on the basia of mariial slatus;
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i} T&immuﬁwﬂﬂpﬁf H#&H‘lmﬂgﬂi@'
undﬂburﬁhwﬂhnm]_nﬂnnmun[ﬂu]mm
al; sl allowarwis;

MTumWﬂtbmimndﬂumNpm
apciil series f6 erable parents o eombine family
obligativns with wark resporsibilites and partackpation
i puehlic life o particular through promoling the
establishment and development of a neheork of child-care
el

(d] To provide special pratection to wamen darng pregnancy
il Bypes of ok pravied bo b barmibul to tem

3. Protective legislation relating to matters coeered in this article
ghall b reviewed periodically @ the light of scientific and
technological koowledpe and shall b sevisad, H'E'I-Hh-d or
exbendid as necessary.

Artiche 12

1. Gaates Pariws ghall taks all approgriae measims b aliminas
discrsmination against women in the feld of health care in
crdow bo enpsure, an & Basis of equality of men and wonmen,
nocess o bealth care services, incdoding those related o family
plarning,

2. Motwithstanding the provisions of parmgraph 1 of this article,
Skaten Parties shall ensune 4o women appropniate services in
comneciion with Fregnancy, confinement and the Fi.w;-niral
priced, granting free services whene necssary, a8 well s
adequate rudriton during pregnarcy and lactation

Arficie 13

Sdates Partses shall take all appropriabe measures o eliminates
diserimination agalrat waomen im other aess of econemic
social life in prder o ensure, om a basis of equality of men’ and
women, thir saene rights, in particular,
mmmhhﬂyhﬂ;

{5} The +ight 't beik loais, mrgnges and sther Koo of
fimancial credit,

fc} Therighi to pariacepate in recrestonal actities, $parts and
all;mﬂmhuml!lﬁ:

Artiche 14

1. Sentes Parties shall snke i aceound the particalar peoblems

Iaced h:.l miral womeen and the significant roles which roml
women ply i the eoononic sucvival of their famdlies,
Inn:'lm:lelr':y_ sy woek im ihe monemonetized sectors of the
econamy, and shall take all appropnabe TeaEeres B omsene
the apgrlicakion of the provisions of the present Conventian o
wmen in rursl areas

2 Stabes Parties shall taks all appropriale measares o elbmimage

discriminabion against women in rural apeas inorder bo ensire,
@ bastis Of epaality of men and women, that they particpate
in and benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall
ensare o such wormen th dght

{a) Te participabe in the elaboration and ooplementation of
dervelopmment planndng w afl levels

B Tée have aoness o adequate bealth cane facilides, including
infarmation, couneetling arud servioss in amily planning

i) T bematit directly frosn social security programmes;

{d} To obkin oll types of Fadning arsl sducstion, formal and
ma-lormal, |n|:|udlnﬂ_ that redating to furctional literacy, as
wiell as, inber alia, the benefit of all commuanity and satansion
gervices, in arder B incsease thilr lechnical proficiency;

{) To cogansee self-help groups and or-operatives in eeder
ter olbrbain equaal aooess ke econamic opporfunities through
employmient o self employment;

() Toparticipate in ol comsanity aclivites,

{!} qu'll_’_lill'i.l:tﬂlln:l.ﬁlhlﬂ'm'l] credit arxd Ioans, lmrhﬂng
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{h} Toenjoy sdeguate living conditicns, particudarly in relation
o hingging, saniiation, eleciricily arnd  waber supphl
transpart and commiunicabions.

PART IV
Articid 15
L Sttes Parties shall sccord to women equality with men before
the lawe,

1 States Parbes shall accoed to women, in covil matters, a begal
capacity identcsl o thet of men and the saite opporbamites
to exercise that capacity. [n particular, they shall give women
apanl rights b conchsde comtrmots and b sdrrimster property
and hall treat thom equally In all stages of procedure incearts
i Eribumals

L States Partes A that all contracts amd all othee private
instruments of any kired svith a legal affect which is direcied
al pesteicling the legal capaily aif wommen shall b desmsd null
aned vl

4. Stades Partles slaldl acoord ik e and swoamen Lhe same rlghl-:
wiith regard to the bow relating to the misvement of persors and
ihe frevdom b choose their residence and domicile,

Article 16

1. States Parties shall ke all appropriate measures to eliminaie
discrimimation - agmitat women & oall matbers relating 1o
marrlage and famidy relations and in pariicular ghall ensure,
ana basi= of equality of men and women:

() The same nEhI ber emiter bnko marriage)

{b] The same right freely to choose o spoase and o enter into
IM]"I'NSH: q.r\]l.l woith thedr fre anad fuill coneainl,

.

(e} The s righls and resgomaibalities during marriage A at
e dimsalubion;

i} The same righis and ses porsibilities as parems, imeapective
of their marital sabus, in matbers relating bo their children;
in all cases the inferests of the children sball e paramosint,

[#) The same rights o decide freely and maponsbly on the
retnber and spacing af theie childrer and o have aocess
b Ehee dndvormestion, edocation and means to enable fhem o
exerviss theso rghts

ify The =ame tights and responsibifites with regard to
puardianship, wardship, iraseestsp and  sdoplion of
children, or smilar insifutions whese these conoepis
elat bn natioral begidlition: inoall cises fe interests of fhe
children shall be paramoant;

(gF The aamee personal dghts a3 buskard aml wife, incoding
the right to chopes a famdly name, a profssion and an
oo Eion;

[} The same rights for both spouses inrespect of the r_.wu.-:t-g.hkp,
acd|utinibion, managemend, sbministrition, engoyment and
dispasiticn of property, whether free of -.-:h.i'r_gu,- ar for
waheable covsideration.

The betrothal and the mardage of a child shall have ma !r-g;ul
wdienct, and all nevessary acton;, including legislation, shall be
taken b specify o mindrnn age for mamsage and b mike the
registration of marrages in an offical registry compulsory.

FART W

Article 17

A e e e T

1. For the purpase of considering the progress made o tha
inplemwengation of e present Conyvention, there shall be
established a Commilites an the Elbmmdmation of DiscrimBnation
againat Woimen  (hensmifter referred to ns the Comenittes)
consisting, at the time of eniry inbo foses of the Comvention, of




n

ghieen and, after ratificution of ar acoession o the Convimbion
by the thirby-fifth Staty Party, of bventy three experts of high
el standing and compelence in tha field covesed by the
Convention, The eaperis shall be elected by Seales Farties
from among their nabonals prd ahall serve in their personal
capacity, consideration baing given to equitable geopraphacal
digribuwiban and fo the representation of the Eifenent formis of
cwilization as well ap thsr principal fegal sy,

The members of the Committes shall be elected by secret
ballot Fromm a ligt of persons nominated by States Parties, Bach
Sdate Parly may maminabe one pensen froms among, ks owmn
nabiormsls

. The indlial election shall be held six months avar the date of

the enitry e fome of the present Comvention. At least thee
it bedome the dabe of each election the Secretary-Ceneral
of the United BMaticns shall address a letior bo the Stabes Partieg
irrviting Ehem & submit their nomiratiors within twoe menths
I Secretary-General shall prepase a 151 in alphabetical coder
of all persons s nominated, indicating the Stales Parties
which have nominated them, ane slall subemit it o the Stales
Farties.

Electinns of the members af e Comanattes shall be held al a
meeting of States Parties comvened by the Secretary-General
al Lipited Bations Headguarters. At theil mesting, for whach
twa thirds of the Statea Parfies shall constibate a quonam, Hhe
prrsans elected 1o the Committes shall be those nomines wha
abtain the largest romfber of yolis and an absohute magrity of
the vobes of the representatives of States Parties prosend and
widing.

The membes ol the Commaiiss shall b elected for o lvem
of four years. However, the ferms of nine af the members
elected at the firsd eleclion shall expire ot the end of Pwo
yoars; imamed bately after the first election the nanes of these
Tiine memibers shall be chosen by 1ot by the Chairman of tlw
Canmibies,

“— |
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b This alection of the five additsoral members of the Commttes

shll be held in accordance with the prirvisions of parmgraphe
2, % and 4 of this article, following the thirty fifth ratificatoan
or accessione The berme of o of the additomal membsrs
elected on this-oocasion shall expire at the end of bwo years,
the names of these two members having been chasen by [l by
the Chadrmam of fhe Comsnbibes

7. Far the Gllmg of casual vacancies, the State Farty wlwse expett
has cogsed b0 Tunction as a eweenbss of dbe Commistee shall
appaint anather sxpert from among its nadicmals, sulgect 40
i approval of the Cammities.

#. The members of the Conmmittee shalll with the approval of the
Crerweral Assembly, recetve emoligments from Unbled Matons
resorees on such terms and conditions as the Assembly may
decide, havig regand o the Erportanoe of the Commitba’s
resparsibiliies.

9 The Secretanr-General of the Unibed Mations shall provide the
mincosaaby daff and facilities for the offective performance of the
functions af the Commitbes nrcber thie prdssnt Comvention,

Article 18

1. Stages Parlss undertabe o submit in ibe Secretary-General
of the LUnited Mations, for considerntion by the Committes,
& reporl on Ehe lepilative, judicial, sdminstrative or ather
measures which they have adopted o give effect to the
provasions. of the present Correention and oo s progress
muede i ihis respect:

[a) Within one vear after the ey ko forse for il Stale
corserrisd;

[b] Thereafter at least every four years and husther whenaver
thie Coenmmbtien g0 requests,

2 Reports may indicate foctors amd  difficulGes  alfecing

e clegres of flfilinent of obfigations under the present
Comwenbon




Asticte 19
1. The Commmifter shall adapt its own nales of procedure.
2 The Committes shall elect it officers for a tenm af o years

Articie 20

1. T Commitiee ahadl :|1|:|:rr|.uJI:|. meet for & period ut'nut more
than two weeks anmmlly in order fo consider the reposts

aufmitted in accordance with article 18 of the present
Corvenlixm.

2. The msekings ol the Cormitiee shall noemally be held at
Lintted Matons Headgquarters or st amy ather comvengnt place
e dheteririiied by Uhe Comimbibes:.

Article 1

1, The Commidtes shall, through the Econommic and Socal
Counil, repart amnually o the Genetal Assembdy of the
Linited Mabions on its activides and may make suggestions
and general recommendations bazed on the exambnation of
et and infnrenation recenved from the States Farties. Such
supgestiors and general recommendlations shall be incheded
ir thee et of Ehe Clannmlites logether with commeents, if any,
fram States Farties.

2 TheSedretary-General af e Lnlbed Matsones shall transmidt the
reparts af the Committes to the Comumission on the Status of
Women for it inhormition,

Articte 22

The specialized agencies shall be entitled to be represerded af the
consideration of the i bation of such provizions of the
présend Comvention as fall sithin the scope of their activities. The
Cammitiee may. invite the specialied agencies o submil epoers
on e implemendation of the Convenbion i ansas falling within
the scope af their activities.

l.

PART W]

Arficle 23

Toathing in the presend Convension shall aftect any proviicns Ehal
are more conducive bo the achirvement of equality between men
arel wormen which may be comdained:

1@l In the legislation of a Stale Party; or

(B Trany other Inbermational consention, eady or agresment
m force farthat Skade.

Article 24

Sextes Partes underiake 1o sdopt all mecessary mesasures al e
riztional level almed at achieving the full realization of the rights

recoprized in the present Convention.

Articie 25

1, The prosent Carventbon. shall be open for slgnature by all
States.

L The Secretary-Cimeral of i Unied MNadions (s designabed as
the depositary af the present Convention.

The preserd Consention &5 sulbject fo mlificalson, Instrmenls
of ratificatian shall b deposited with the Secretary -General of
thi Linited Mations.

4. The present Conventinn shall be open e accessiom by all States.
Aicesaion aball b effected Iy the diposin of wn instrument of
arcession with the Secretary-Cleneral of the Undted Matiors,

il

Avrticle 26

L A request for the revissan of the present Cormvention may be
e b apy limss by any State Party by saans of a sotiflcation
writing addressed 1o the Secretary-General of the United
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upan the stopd, il any, bo be @ken in respect of such a
request

Arbicle 37

1. The present Convention shall enter imto force on the
thirtiath day after the date of depasit with e Secretary
Cemeral of the Lliited Blatsons of the teentieth instrument
of ralificatinn or aocession.

2. For each State ratifying thi presend  Convention o
nmt-dm lon it after the deposit of the twendieth insrument
of ralafscation or accession, the Conventicn shall enter into
foroe on the thirtieth day after the date of the deposii of His
o instrumenit of ragificnBon Or pOCession.

Artisle 38

1. The Secretary-General of the Unibed Maticms shall neceive

and piroulate to all Sttes the test of neservations made by

Stabess at thee time of ratification or acopssbon.

A reservabion Incomipatible with the abject and porpess: of

the present Comvenbion shall nog ke prrmitted.

3. Reservations may be withdrawn atarm ticne by sotifhcation
ti fhis effect addressed fo the Seceetary-Cencral of the
Tinibed Magions, whio shall then inform sl Skies tersol

Such notification shall take ethect on the dake omwhach it is
receivisd,

-

Articie 20
1. Anydispide botween bvoor moene Slates Parties conceming
the inderpretation o applicstion of tha present Corvention

which i not seifled by regotistion shall, at the regued
of ane of them, be submitied to arbitration, I within

@

six months from the date of thir m-u ntumﬂm
the parties ore muH-: fo agres on the organization of
the arbitration, any oo of thase partics may refer the
dispute ba the Intemational Court of Justics by negiiesd in
cardfarmily with thee Statute of the Coun,

2. EachState Party may at the fime of signabire of ralificatban
nfmeprmmﬂmmaﬂtMnrmmﬂmmb:dadmlhl
it does not consider itself Bound by pasgeaph ol this
article. The other Sabes Parties shall not be bound by that
paragraph with respect (o any Stabe Party whicly has made
sich a reservation

i AnySeae Party whichhas madea resereation in sodordance
with pnn,grﬂ.ph:ll'.rl' lui= articls muy at any fime withdraw
that reservation by notification 1o the SecrstaryCameral of
tier Tlrvibe] Pt

Article 30

The presant Corrvention, the Arabic, Chiness, English, French,
Russian and Sparish ety of which are equally autheniuc,
shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the Unitexd
Mations.

[ WITHESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authoszed,
have signed the present Cooverdion,
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Full text of the Optional Protocol to the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women

reamble
The States Parties ba the present Protocal,

Moting thal the Charter of the Unibed MNotions soaffinms fadh in
fupsdasmental bisten rghes, in fhe dignlby and worth of the haman
persin and in the squal nights of men ard women,

Algo moling that the Universal Declaration of Human Rightes
proclaims that all humen beings ase born free and egual in
dignify amnl fghls and that everyone = entitled 1o all the nghis
and freedoms set forth therein, withoud Gistinotion of any kind,
incuding distinction based o e,

Recalling that ihe Iniemalienal Covenanis on Human Rightsh
and other intemational human nghts  instraments prohihis
dliscramimation on the baais of Fax,

Abso recalling the Conventimn on the Eliminstion of All Forms of
Dscrimination agalost Womend (" the Convenbion”), in which the
States Parties thereto comdemn discriminatbon agatnst women 0
all iks forms and agroe bo’ pursee by all approprisbe means and
withinet delay a policy of eliminating discrimination agairs)
TWIHTIETL

Peaffirming, their determinalion o ensure the full and equal
pripvrmsent by weomen of all hueman rights and

fundamental freedoms und 10 fake elfedive aclion o prevent
wiclitiors of these rights and freedoans,

- _-_-.'_J'r- re— = Prmm— e g e

Articte1

Eatablishes thai Staies who  become parties o the optianal
proweal meognise the competence of the Commiltes fo reoeme
and corsider commuenications ander the Fm:l.pcn]

Artiche 2
Provides a Comwrunications Procediare which allows either
individuala or groups of individuals b gobsbt individoal
comydaints te. ¢ Commitee, Communications may also be
submitted on behalf of individuals or roEps af individials, with

their comsent, wnless it can be showmn why' that consend was not
i wesd.

Articie 3

Estabilishes that n commamnication will only be considernd by the
Commdizes I B congems o acosiiry that hos become party (o the
pratcel. In addibion, s commanicatin mast be eubmitted in
wrdbngg and ey e e anonymisis

Articl

Shpalates admissibility orftoria of commumcaions. Belome a
complaint = comdidered, the Commitiee maost determine that
all available domestic remadies have been axhatsted ard the
complaint is not. nor has been ewamined by the Comonittes
or has heen o 1o being acamined wnder another procedure of
imEernational imvestipation or settlement. In addition, a complaint
will ondy be admissibde provided the complaing is compatibie
with the prowisions of the Convention; s not an alness of the
right ta submil o cmimumscations the claimants’ allegations m
e substantiated, and the facte presented cotarred aftor the Stabe
grarty ratified the Protocol,




Article 5

After recelpt of o commumication and prios e 1is final decision,
the Commitbes I i option of contacting the Stale Parky with an
urgeiv requiest that the State Farty take siepe o pretect te afleged
wictim o vickins Enom irreparabile harm

Article 6

Beaabliches  the commumcations  procedare.  Where - n
communication has been found admissible; the Commithee will
catbidentially being & comumunication fo the attention of the State
Farty, provided the complaint his consented bo disclosure of their
idenbity b fhe State Farty, The Seate Party is given sis months o
provide a written explanafion o sdenns ta the complaint,

Article T

Outlines il process of complaint consideration. The Connmdtiee
willexamine and corsider all information pravided by acomplaing
in clemed meetings, The Commidites’s views ancd recommendalions
weill b bramemitted bo the partios comoerned, The State Party has
six months fo consider e viows of the Commithes and provide 8
wrikhen resporee, induding remedial steps taken. The Committes
may request further information from the State Party, irclading
in sulseduit mparts.

Article 8
Establishes an imquiry procedsiie thal allows the Commities o
imitinte n confidential nvestigation by ane or mare af ts mambers
wihere 1t has recebeed Teliable information of grave or sysbematic
vialaticns by & Stabe Parly of rights established in the Consention,
Ve'lwre warranbed and with the consent of the State Pay, the
Camnmittes may visit the berritory of the State Party. Aoy firdings,
comments oo Tecommendations will e tranamitied ta the State
Party concerned, b whiich it may respand within six manths,

Article §
shi-munth period referned to in article 4 the State Party may be
el m_p;rq-\'hh'ﬂu Capeneniites with dﬂz.thnfan}fmﬂﬂl]
edfarts token follmeing an inguiry, Details may abso e provided
in H‘rPH.iIi-Piﬂ" repart Lo the Commm thee under article 18 o8 s
Comyention.

Article 10

Provides an opt-put classe. At ratification of the Opticnal
Protocal, a Skate Party b the option of nefuging b macognkoe the
competence of the Cooumélter bo mdbabe and conduct an induiry
a5 ostablishied under articles 8 and 9. However, this declaration
may ke withadenwn at o Bier Hime.

Articite 11

Reguires a State Party bo ensure the probection of those submikling
commuEnications

Article 12
A AaIMTnATY of the Commities’s actiwibies refating to the Protocood
will be incheded under acficle 21 af the Convenbion,

Article 13
Establishes a requiremant that Stabes Parties widely publicize the
Conventson and its Protocel and provide séoess b the vigws and
recommeribaiions of the Commdites.

Article 14

Requeires the Committes to develop its own rules of procedan:
when dealing with commrumications amd inqulsss considered in
acrundancs with the Optonal Protocol




Frotocol, Any State Party that is o the Convention may
heoome party to the Profocel
Asticle 16

Emtabliabwes that @ onkbmom of gen counvines must have mefied
ar acceded to the Protocol before the Protoce] entens indo force,
The Prokosal willl enter inlo forco thoee mpnths after the 10th
ratificatiom or acoession.

Artigle 17
Provides that there glall be no reservations i the Prodccol

Article 18

Establishes procedures for amending the Protocol. Any Stte
Party may suggest amendmenks fo be sent fo the Secretary-
General af the United Mations 1 be communicated to all States
Fartles to the Protocal If requiested by o minisiem of dme-thind of
Santes Parties, a confererce mayp be corvoned o disouess and vate
o ary amendments. With the support of a bwo-thirds magarity
and the Gereral Assermbly, an amardment comis Inko force and is
birding on Staies that have accepied the amendments.

Article 19

Prayides dor a Skte Party to witheltaw from the - Proloood by
writben potification to the Secretary-General. Withdrawal will not
impact any cammunicotions submithed prior fo fhe elfective date
af withidrawal

wams Ehall
the
arud

P -
Provites that the Protocal will be deposited in the United
Frenich, Rissdan and Spanish and sent to all States Pasties by
Hu&m‘l:q'ﬂmﬂu].
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Women '

1. Gernler-bosed vidkence i 8 form of discrimination tha
seripusly inhibits women's ability bo enjoy rghits and freed o
om i ks af equality with men

2 In 1980 the Commubtiee recommersded that Skages should
inchade in their eports infsmation om - vickenoe and  on
measures mirnduced to deal with it {General recommendation
12, eighth ses=ion).

3. AL s eenth sesslen m 1997, 18 was decided b allocils pat
af the eleventh session to o discassion and =ody on article
& and other ariecles of il Corventbon ﬂhﬁng b winleree
toweards women and the sexial harmssment and explodtation
al wosmen, Thad pabjec] was chosen in antickpation of the 1993
Wiorld Comference on Human Kights; convened by the General
Aasembly by its resolution 450 155 of T8 Devensher 1954,

4, The Committés concluded that rat all the reports of States
parties adequately refleched the clise compection bebween
deerrimination agains women, gender-based vialence, and
vinlatiors of buman dghts and Rndamental fresdoms The
full implemeniation of the Convention requined Stales o take
pomifive measunes b efiminate afl foome of violenoe against
WO,

5, The Commattes sugpesied fo States parties that i reviewing
it laws and poliche, and in reporting unider the Convention,
they should have regard to the fodlowing comments of the
Ciemamitbes concerming gender-based violeno,

Gengral Cotmapuaisa

ir. The Convention in ariscle 1 defines discriminabion a
wimmen, The definition of disrsminaton indisbes persles-
hasod  vholerice, that s, wiclence that is directed against
_Imbﬂ:muhnjmnrlhlmm

)

i sexual harm or saffiring, e of such acts, coercion and

ﬂlh!tdq:ﬂ'l.ﬁtlﬂhufll'l:ﬁtf Cender-based Flﬂhﬂfﬂ}'
breach specific provisiong of the Corvention, regardles of
_w'!ﬁ.uﬁ&rlim: privasions expressly mention violence,
Gender-based  wlolence,  which bnjein or  nullifies  the
enjovment by wiomen of buman mghts and fundamental
frecdoms wnder generall nbernational faw or undes buman

& conventions, B discimination within the g aning
o article 1 ol the Copeention Thess right= and freedoms
ivchucles

fa) The right foiife,

{b) The right mot bo be subject o torture ar to crusd, inbama o
degrading trealsment or ponkEhment;

ich The nght to equal protecton acconding Br hamssnitarian
rsarma (s fime of internatcnal ar interral armed condlict;

{d} The right to Bberty and seoarity of peraon
feh, Thas mipht b equinl probection umider the by
{f} The right to equality in the famdly;

) The righit to the highest stondand attainable of physscal and
mental health;

ill Thi right s jist and fveurble conditions of warke

The Convention applies to viclence perpetraied by public
agthorithes, Such acts of vialenoe may breach that State’s
obligations under general imemnational human. rights - Law
and wnder ather conventiond, fn addition to bresching this
Convention.

. It is emphasized,  however, that discrimination under the

Corpvention # pot restricied 10 action by ar on behalf of
Governments {sie arlicles 2{a), Z{f) and 5} For examgde, under
ntﬂﬂeﬂe}ﬂ:ﬂmﬁnu_u_ﬂumj_ﬁhbppﬁumuk_auﬂ




‘appropriate measares o oliminate  discrimination againe
women by any person, orgenizotion or nberprise. LUnder
general international luw and specific human fights covensants,
States may abio be resporsible for private acts I they Gail o
act with dus diligence 10 prevond vielations of rights ar 1o
irvestizate o punish acs of violence, and for providing
conmpseEat|on.

Articlea 7 amd 3

11k Articles 2 and 3 ¢stabdich a comprehensive obligation to
irmisiake discemination m all ils forme in additon o the

specific obligatians wnder arficks 5-16.

Artictes J0 § mud 1r)

11 Traditional atifudes by which women are regarded as
subrdinate to men or a8 kaving stereotyped rmdes perpeiuats
widespread practices invelving wiolence or coerclon, such as
Family vionlence ard abuss, forced marriage, dowry deaths, acid
sittacks and female circumelsion, Such prejudices and practices
may justily gender-bassd wiplere as a form af rrl.ﬂl_-nt'llr.d'! 0y
comtrod of women. The effect of such wiolence on the physical
and meral integrity of women & o deprive them the equal
enjoyment, evercise and knowledge of haman rights and
fundamenal freedoms, While this comment addresses mainly
ackoal or threatened violenos the undedying aonsegusnoes of
Fhwese forms of pender-based viclenoe help (o maintain women
in submrdinate roles and combrilabe to the low kvl of palitleal
participation anid to thelr lower level of education, skifls and

work opposiundlses,

12 These attitodes  also comaribute to dH.-n- Il1|:-||'|:rpu|‘@|:I:mr-. In:
pOImHESTA and the depiction and ather COTHEETCia
paplodtation. of women 25 sewmal objects, rather than as
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individials This in tum contributes o gender-hased winlence,
Article 6
13.5tates parties are required by article f b take measures bo

suppress all forms: of tratfic in womenand u:q.plui-l-qrmnq,r! il
prostitution of wionmmsen,

14 Poverty and  unemplopnsent  novesss - apportiniiies o
trafficking b women  In sddition g0 established forms of
trafficking there are renw fooms of sesual oploibaion, such as
s hoigriam, e pecruitment of dimestic labour from developing
countries o work i developed couniries and organized
mirtages hetwesn women from developing cowrdries and
fareign masicnals, Thess practices are incompadible with the
ejusit| epgoyenent of rights by women and with respect for their
rights and dignity, They pusl weomen at spedial sk of vialence
anel abuse.

15 Paverty and unemplopment force many women, nchiding
young girls, imbo prostitution.  Prostiloles  are - especially
vuleerabde {0 vielncs becanze thear status, which may be
unlawiul, tends 1o marginalize them They need the egual
prnteciion of liws aimines rpe and ather formas of wiclence.

16 Wars, armed conflicts and the accagatiom ol Berrigomies oflen
el b iremensed prosistabion, traficking in women and
sevual assaultof woenen, which reduilve specific protective aod
pamkive mensnres

Article 11

IF. Equality In emplosmend <an be sericnisly impaired when
women are sbjedled o genderspecific violence, such as
sl harsseenand iy the workplice,

I8, Sexunl  harassment  moclodes  soch  umwelcnsne E-é:lj,l,ﬂ"}l
determims]  behaviour e physical contact and  advances,
sexually coloured remaris, shoowing pomapraphy and sexial
demsnd, whether by woeds or actions, Such conduct n be.
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Iumniliating and may conalitute a3 health and safety problem:
it in discriminatory when the womean s reasonable groands
b Isbiove that her objection would dissdvanbige ber o
comnection with ey employment, incuding recruitment or
mﬂmn-rMitmm;}mﬁl: warking envirommend,

Article 12
19 States parties ane required by artiche 12 b take msasures to

ensune equal access o health care, Violenoe against sosmin
piets their health and Fves at risk.

2 I st States there are raditional practices perpeabad by

culbure and tradition that ane harmbud o the healgh of women
and childron, These practices inclode dietary restrictors bor
pregnant women, preference for male childron and female
crrcummeasion oF Fendtal mublabon

Article 14

21

Risal women are at rigk of gender-based violemos because

traditional abiudes regarding e subordinate role of
wimen thal perast in marsy rural commurdties. Chirds from
rural commumidies are at special risk of yiodence and sl
exploltation when they lesve the rural commumnity b senk
emyployment m kKwns,

Article T6 Tand arkicle 5
72 Campulsory sterilization orabartion adversely affects wamen's

prhiysical and mentad bealth, and infringes the mght of women
tos dlecacde G thi penvber and spacing of fhedrchildren.

23, Family wiolence i ome of the mast insdious forms of viclence

i i e

against women, 1 15 prevalent in all socleties, Within family
relatigrehips wamen of all agﬂmmﬂljn:ted to winkenow of all
kends, including battering, rape, othes formes of sexual asalt,
mental and ather forms of vickenoe, which ans perpetuated by
traditional attitudes [ack of ecoromic independince. farces

mnty wmen be by i violent relatienships, Theabosationef
ihatr famndly respansibilities by men can be a form of vialence,
and coercin. These forms of violenos pat wemen's Fealth at
riak arud |mpair their ability to participate in family life and
piehlic Efe on o bosis af sgquality,

specific Recommendinkion

24 . Tiv Ilglu ol therse commmeenits, the Cormmiites om the Efimanation
of DAscrimimation againsg Women rcommersds it

(a}h Slakes  pasiles sheald take appropriate and effective
measures b avercome 21l forms of gerder-based viokenos,
whiether sy pablic o privide act;

(b Shates parties should ensure that lawes apgainst famiy
vinlere and abuce, rape, sexisl assaubt and other gender-
based violence give adequate progection o sll veomen, ol
tedpact thedr inbegrfly and dignily, Appropriate protective
amd support servioss shoald be prowided  for wvidctions
Gender-semsitive raining of fidiclal and law endosoement
ifioers and other puhlic officials is essential for the efective
implementation of the Cateention

() Slabias prartios shariald encoierage the compilatiom of statisto:
ared research oo the extent, conses and effects of violence,
miwld Qi i effectivensss of measures to prevent and deal
with viclence;

[ly Effective measites ghotildd be-fakem toansure that the media
respect and prominte respect for womeny;

=) Stabes partics i flweir peports shaoiald identify the nabore and
cutent of attitndes, customa and practices that perpetuate
violence agaitsl women A the kinds of wiolence that
resilt, They shauld report on the measares that they have
undertaken b overcome vioknoe and e effect of those
mMeasianes:

ifi Effective measures should be taken bo avercome e
attitucdes amnd pracifoes. States shouold méreduce education




prefudioes ht}md.-_rhwun’mqmw [rm.uﬂmaiﬁﬂm
Bo, 3, 1987

(gl Specific preventive and pumitive measors § necesaary B
oeseniie talficking and sewvnal exploitation;

{h} States parties - their reports shoulkd desoribe the exienl
if all these problams and the measures, Inclsdimg penal
provissons, preventive and refnbilitnbon measures thl
P D falient b oot womnen engaged noprostinetion
or subjed b Efmffcking amd other forme of sesual
explostation. The effectivenases of theso measures should
also b disseribed;

il Effective complants  procedures and  romsedies,
inctuding compensation, ahould be provided:

51 States pariies should melede itk reparks informaiion
o sesma] harasment, and on measures b proecl women
from seocual harassment aml other forme of violesge of
comrrien in th workplace;

(k) States parties should establish or support servides for
victime of family violenoy, rape, sooml nssault and other
formes of gender-based violenoe, incheding refuges, specially
traimid health workers, rehabglitatson and counselling

(N States parties should take measores toe overcome 2och
practives and ahould ake focoant of the Conmdties’s
reccammeridateon om female circumeision {recommerdation
Mo 1] im reporting on basli issuees;

(o) Slades pariies ghousld ensure that mweasures are taken b
prevent coercion in regand o fertitity and peproduceion,
it 4 emnenne had worssn are mat forced o seek ansale
medical procedures sich as illegal abertion bessuse of lack
vf appropriabe srvices in regard to fertilify contral,

i} States partics i their reports should stage the exbent of tese
probbems and slould indicats the measares that have been
Laken and their effect;
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vickence ane acoows|ble o rural womem and that whirne
necémaﬁ special  sepvices  are provided  fo isolated
pomenaribes;

{pl Mossures to protect them from wclence should indude

tralning and employment op poetnilies and the eyl loring
ol the employ mend cond iions of domebe workers:

() States parties should mport on the dele I naral womsn,

(1)

fhe ctient andd nature of widdence ond abose to which they
are suldect, theli Read for and acoess o B arsd @ik
services and the effectiveness- of measures t0 overcome
il

Memsures thak are necessary 1o overcome family violerce

shondd Irelude:

il Criminal peralties whers necessary and cvil remedies
i case of domestic vialepcs;

tit]  Legsslation 1o remenve the defence af honeur in regard
ber Bl fuseailt o ioerdler of @ female family member;

tid)  Services tooensure the safety and security i viclams
of Farndly s, inchading refopes, l.'-l.lun.-.U.'-Elm;g anid
refiabilitatiom programmies;

ti¥] Eehabilittion programmes for perpetratos of
domestc vialmce;

[} Boprport services for families where moest or seaoual abuse

(8}

hais ceociarrend;

States parties should report on the edtent of domestic
winkemce and sexal abuse, and an the prventive, paritive
and remedz] measures that have been baken,

(1) Shades parises shaulid take all legal iiwd othes mwasares that

are necessary o provide effective progection of women
apairst gencler-fased violenoe, including, inter alia:

fiy  Effective legal messures, including penal sanclions,
civil remesdies anid compensatory provisions to protect

- - - 3 = ol



(i}

(i

ne=audt amd sexaal harassment in the workplace
Prevenbive  measures,  inchading — pulli
mifsrmmation  and  edocation programimes
chane attifedes conceming the rales sl stabas
of mien and women;

Protective  measares, including  reluges;
comnselling, rehabslitation and suppart services
for women who are the vichims of violenoe of
whiz ane at rigk of vialenoe;

() Sales parties should report on all forms of gencer-
based wiskenod, amd diech feposts should includs all
availabke data onthe incidenoe of each form of yeolepce
and on the effects af soch vickence on the wamen who
are Wollms:

() The reports of States parties shoald inchude indoemation
on e legal, preventtvg and profective measures that
have been taken o overcome wioknoe aghinst worsn,
and on the effectivenscs af such measures.

‘Countries That Have Ratified CEDAW

* 1H5 countrie have consented to protect and promots bsi

inman righis for wommen atul girks using CEDAW:

Alfghandsgan. Afhanda, Aljgesia, Andorrn, Angola, Antigas &
Harbudn, Argenting, Armenia, Aostralia, Austnia, ,ﬁ.am-bn“m
The Slahamas, Bahrain, B Barbados, Belarus
Republse, Belgium, Belize. Bomin, Bhadan, Bolivia, Boonk 4
Hermegowing, Botewins, Brazil, Bronei Damasalam; Bulgars,
Burkina Paso, Buremdi

Cambodia, Camercon, Canada, Cape Verde, Comdral Adrican
Repulli, Chad, Chile, China, Colomibia, Comarnos, Congo,
Cook [slands, ' Costa Rica, Cite d'lvoiss, Croatia, Cubs
Cypriss, Czech Fepublic,. Denmark, Dempocrabic Peopli's
Republic of Korea, Djibeuti, Dominics, Demingan Republic,
East Timor, Ecuades, Egypt. El Salvador, Fquatorial Cuoirea,
Eritrea. Fstaria, Febdogia, Fifi, Finland, France

Ganben, Gapbia, Coorpda, Cermany, Ghana, Gresce, Grensda,
Guatemala, Guinea, Goinea-Biasan, Guyana, Haigl, Hovebaras,
H':Jﬁg.ﬁl'}'. kelarsd, India, Inclomesia, Imqg, Irelond, lsrael,
laly, Jamaica, Japan, lordan, Kazakhetan, Kenya, Eiribagi,
Ruwail, Kyrgyestan, Lao People's Democratic Bepublc
Latvis, Lebaran, Tepotho, Téheria, Libyan Arab Jammahisiva,
Liechienstein, Lithuania, Losembourg

Wadspnsoarn,  Malawi, Maleysia, Maldives, Bali, Malm,
Maritins, barshall Ielands, Mouritanin, Mesion, Micronsin
Morsn, Mongodin . Mon Mlomooen,  hoazamiblque,
Myarmear, Mamibla, Mepal, Medberlands, MNew Zealand,
Micaragua, Miger, Migeria, Morway, Cman,  Pakiston,
Panarsa, Fapnsd New Guined, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines,
Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic af Macedonia,




Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad & Tobago,

Tunasia, Turkmenistan, Turkey, Tuvala

Uganda, Ukrandan Kepublic, United Arab Emirates, Urdved
¥ingdom af Great Britain & Morthern Ireland, Urdtod Repubiic
of Tanzamin, Lh . Uzhekistan, Vanuatu, Venezuwela,
Wit Yemen, wgzummmhbm
Cowrérive That Hame Mot et Rafified The Trovky

Eight countriesor nakiom skates have ot yet ratified the Tresty
for the Rights of Wimen:

Eurape & Morth Amierica:
Lirited States of America {5)

Iran, Qatar

Asla Pacific) Central Asia;
Bauru, Falau, Tonga

Adrion:
] Sudan

Latin Amnerica/ Carsbbean:
AL ratefied
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